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THE JUDGEMENT OF WHOLE KINGDOMS AND NATIONS.

1. GOVERNMENT in general as Ordained and Instituted by God, is circumscribed and limited 
by Him. To be exercised according to the Laws of nature, in subservancy to his own glory, and 
the benefit of mankind. All rules are confined by the ALMIGHTY and SUPREME Sovereign, to 
exert their governing power for the promoting his Service and Honour, and to exercise their 
Authority for the safety, welfare, and prosperity of those over whom they are established. 
Though there were no previous Compacts and Agreements between Prince and People as to 
these, yet Prince would be obliged to observe them, for as much as they are settled and
determined by the Law and appointment of the divine legislator, and of the Universal 
Sovereign. Whosoever, therefore, refuses to Govern in Subordination unto, and for God, and 
in order to the protection and benefit of the community... Fail to answer the ends unto which 
Magistracy was first instituted, and for which Rectoral Authority is established over and
among Men. Nor is it in the choice or power of any society, at their erecting the forms of 
Government under which they are contented to live, and at their nominating the persons to 
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whom they commit the right of administering Justice towards, and over themselves, and of 
withstanding and avenging injuries offered them by others. To enlarge and extend the power
of those whom they CONSTITUTE their Rulers, beyond the limits and boundaries by which God 
has stated and confined the Magistrates in the Charter of Nature and Revelation. Though the 
People may then, both and afterward, abridge themselves as they think meet in things under 
their own disposal, and either contract or enlarge the rulers' power, in reference to what they 
have a Right to retain or depart from, for the real or imagined benefit of the community; Yet 
they can, in no ways interpose in the disposal of the Rights which belong unto God, and which 
God has incommunicably reserved to Himself; Nor can they confer those measures and 
degrees of Authority upon those whom they Elect and Advance to Magistracy, which God has 
antecedently precluded the one from bestowing, and the other from receiving. for example, 
no body or Society of Men can transfer a power unto those whom they select and set apart 
from among themselves to be Rulers over the community; by virtue whereof, those vested 
with Magistratical Authority, can withdraw their Subjects from their allegiance to God, or act 
arbitrarily in prescribing and imposing what religion they please, or destroy the meanest 
person, saving upon a previous crime, and a Just Demerit.

2. No Man of common sense can imagine that, at the first propagation of mankind, there were 
such Governments as are among us at this time. But in those times, each father, without being 
subject to ANY Superior Power, governed his wife, children, and Servants according to his will 
and pleasure. Now it seems very probable, that even at the time of the deluge, there was no 
Magistracy or CIVIL CONSTITUTION, but that the Government was lodged only in each father 
of his family, for it is scarce to be imagined, that such abominable disorders should have been 
introduced, where the power of Magistracy and Laws was exercised; and it is observable, that 
after once the rules of Government were CONSTITUTED, we do not find Mankind in general, 
run into such enormities, of which God Almighty was obliged to purge the world by an 
Universal Punishment: Puffendorff s introduction to the History of Europe.

3. Now, God having in the institution of Magistracy, confined such as shall be Chosen Rulers, 
within no other limits, in reference to our Civil concerns, save that they are to Govern for the 
good of those over whom they come to be established; it remains free and entire to The 
People at their first erection of, and Submission to Government, to prescribe and define what 
shall be the measures and boundaries of the public good, and unto what rules and standard 
the Magistrate shall be restrained, in order to his defending and promoting the benefit of the 
society of which he is created the Civil and Political Head. and everyone being Equally Master
of his own Property and Liberty, antecedently to their agreement with one another, and to the 
Compact of this Universality, or at least of the majority with Him, or those whom they call to 
rule over them; It evidently follows, that those who come to be clothed with Magistracy, can 
lay claim to no more Authority over the Liberty, or PRETEND to no more Right, in, and over
the Property, of that Body Politic... than what the community conferred upon them, and does 
voluntarily divest themselves of, upon the prospect of the advantages arising to them from 
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their living in societies, and under Magistrates. We Just suppose all mankind to have been 
infatuated, if they should have submitted themselves to the Jurisdiction of one who had no 
antecedent Right to command them, merely in order to their being in a worse condition than 
they previously were. and therefore seeing the power, extent, and latitude of the Magistrate’s 
power must owe its original, to some Grant of the People, it is incumbent upon Him to prove 
and justify the several degrees and measures of Authority and prerogatives which he 
PRETENDS to Claim. and what he cannot derive from some concession of the society... must 
be acknowledged to remain still vested in the People, as their reserved privilege and Right. 
and whatever injurious power he assumes and exercises over them, which he cannot prove 
their surrender of themselves to Him, argues, NOT ONLY HIS DEPARTING FROM THE 
COMPACT between Him and the Community, by virtue whereof he was ordained and created 
their ruler, but it renders Him GUILTY OF AN INVASION upon the Rights of the Whole Society, 
and upon Every individual member of it. Force or Conquest gives no Just nor legal Title over a 
People, by which the Conquerer becomes their Magistrate, until they, by some CONSENT 
either Tacit, or Explicit, DECLARE their SUBMISSION to, and Acquiescence in Him, upon the 
Best Terms which they can obtain, and that he is willing to Grant. and as no Civil Government 
is Lawful, but what is founded upon COMPACT and AGREEMENT between those chosen to 
Govern, and them who condescended to be Governed; so the Articles upon which they First 
Stipulate the One with the Other, become the fundamentals of the respective 
CONSTITUTIONS of Nations, and together with Super-Added positive Laws, are both the limits 
of the ruler’s Authority and the measures of the Subjects Obedience... To Extend the 
Governor’s Right to Command, and Subjects Duty to Obey... BEYOND the Laws of one’s 
country, is TREASON against the CONSTITUTION, and TREACHERY to the Society where'of we 
are members; and to dissolve the ties by which Princes stand confined, and overthrow the 
Hedges by which the Reserved Rights, Privileges, and Properties of the Subjects are fenced 
about, tempts Every Prince to become a TYRANT, and to make all his Subjects SLAVES. all 
previous Agreements, Stipulations, and Laws are made insignificant by that pernicious and 
adulatory, Doctrine of non-Resistance, when our Rights are arbitrarily invaded, and the 
CONSTITUTION, and Government openly attacked: Such a Doctrine, tricks and cheats those 
that were antecedently free, into a noose, and state of Thraldom and Bondage, under the 
specious and gilded PRETENCE of the Divine Rights of Princes.

4. As it is, by Virtue of Compacts, Stipulations, Compromises, and Agreements, that all legal 
Governments have their Original and Establishment, that various and distinct forms obtain in 
different countries, and that a Title and Right to exercise Authority, and the method of arriving 
at it, is provided for and procured, so Every Subjects allegiance is first owing to the 
CONSTITUTION, and to the Ruler, only in the force and virtue, of what Every Member of the 
Political Society is Bound to, by the Terms of the Original Pact and Settlement... Abstracting 
from the CONSTITUTION, and the obligations which it lays us under, no Man can challenge a 
Right of commanding us, nor do we owe Him ANY Duty of Subjection and Obedience. 
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Whosoever he be that, under a PRETENCE of being a CONSTITUTED Sovereign, does invade 
and subvert the fundamental Laws of the society, he does thereby, by the very fact, Annul ALL 
the legal Right he has to Govern, and absolves ALL, who were before his Subjects, from the 
legal engagements they were under, of yielding Him Obedience; To that the immediate arid 
natural effect of a Princes Claiming what the rules of the CONSTITUTION are, far from entiteling 
Him unto, that they preclude Him from it, is the depriving Himself of all Right to Claim 
anything, and a restoring of The People to their state and condition of Primitive Freedom; of 
which, as they Only divested themselves by and Upon the Terms of the CONSTITUTION, so 
they did not depart from it any longer than that should be kept Sacred and Inviolable, nor any 
further than was COVENANTED and Stipulated, in the Terms and Agreements Therein 
Specified and Contained. and seeing it proceeds from the efficacy of the aforementioned
CONTRACTS, That one becomes advanced from the common level, to the Title and Authority of 
a Sovereign, and that all others are BY THEIR OWN CONSENT, put into the condition of 
Subjects, there does arrise from thence, not only a mutual relation between Him that governs, 
and them that are governed, but the FIRST and biggest TREASON is that which is committed 
against the CONSTITUTION, and such crimes against the person and dignity of the Supreme 
Magistrate, are only made and declared to be so, by reason of the capacity he is put into by 
the CONSTITUTION, of protecting and defending the society, and because it is needful, in order 
to the peace, welfare and safety  of the community, that he should be covered from all danger, 
and rendered Sacred in his person, and inviolable in his Regal Honour, while he answereth the 
Trust: which The People, upon their assembling and uniting into a Body Politic, committed 
unto Him, and does neither depart from the Essential and Fundamental Terms of the 
ORIGINAL COMPACT, nor from their necessary provisions afterwards added and, enacted, for 
Preserving the Government in its Primitive State and frame. So that they neither are nor can 
be Traitors who endeavor to Preserve and maintain the CONSTITUTION; but they are 
TRAITORS who design and pursue the SUBVERSION of it. They are the REBELS who go about 
to overthrow the Government of their Country, whereas such as seek to Support and Defend 
it, are the Truly Loyal Persons, and do it Conformable to the Ties and Obligation of Fealty. Nor 
is it merely the FIRST and HIGHEST TREASON in itself, that a member of a Political Society is 
capable of committing, to go about to Subvert the CONSTITUTION;  but it is also the greatest 
TREASON he can perpetrate against the person, Crown, and dignity of the king; for such an 
endeavor both ANNULS and VACATES, 'ALL' his Title to Superiority over those above whom he 
was Exalted from the Common level, by Virtue of the CONSTITUTION, and deprives Him of 
'ALL' Rightful and legal Claim of Rectoral Authority over the society. by DESTROYING the 
ALONE FOUNDATION upon which it was created, and by which he became vested with it. By 
canceling the charter from which he deriveth and holdeth his governing power, he NOT only 
makes his Title to sovereignty precarious, but renders Every Claim of that kind, and Every 
challenge of governing the community, to be an INVASION and USURPATION. 
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⦁ 5. To all which I Will only further add under this head that as all legal Government is
Founded upon a Mutual Stipulation and Compact,  so the FIRST and MOST ABSOLUTE 
OBLIGATION arising from This Agreement, Lies Upon the Prince, Towards THE People. 
Whereas the Fealty and Duty which, by the Said Contract and Covenant, they Bind and 
Engage Themselves Unto, towards Him, is in order, BUT, SECONDARY and 
CONDITIONAL.  Whenever any person is chosen from the rest of the society, and 
RAISED to Kingship upon a foregoing and previous contract with the community, he 
becomes, upon the very Accepting of it, BOUND ABSOLUTELY, and WITHOUT 
RESERVE, to Govern them According to the Terms and Measures which they have 
AGREED and STIPULATED, and to Rule them by the Tenor of the Laws, Unto Which 
THEY have Circumscribed and Confined Him. Whereas all the Obedience and Fealty 
which they, who by That Agreement have Rendered themselves Subjects, owe unto 
their Ordained and Created Sovereign do derive their Obligatory Power over them, 
and become due unto Him, upon his Governing them according to the Concerted and 
Stipulated Conditions, and his PRESERVING Unto Them, THEIR RESERVED PRIVILEGES,  
LIBERTIES, and RIGHTS.
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